Yakima County Fire District 12– Standard Operating Guidelines

SOG 1-4 – Uniforms

1.0 General

1.1 Purpose.  The purpose of this standard operating guideline is to provide a standard for what clothing is considered a uniform, establish procedures for assigning uniforms, assign responsibility for maintenance of uniforms and establish parameters for maintaining uniformity.
1.2 Scope.  This standard operating guideline shall apply to all members of Yakima County Fire District 12.

1.3 Enforcement.  Enforcement of this standard operating guideline is the responsibility of the District’s officers.  Any person deviating from the provisions of this guideline may be required, at the discretion of the officer in charge, to submit in writing, within five (5) calendar days, an explanation for such deviation to the requesting officer who will forward the explanation up the chain of command for further review.

2. Ownership
2.1 Uniforms. All uniform shirts, pants, badges, belts, patches, nametags and collar brass are property of the District and must be returned to the Fire Chief upon separation.
3. Class A Uniform
Class A uniforms are worn for special events and are not considered a duty uniform.  Class A uniforms consist of the following items:
a. Coat- black double breasted with silver/gold buttons, Department patch located on each shoulder, badge, name plate and collar brass affixed.

b. Pants- Black same material as coat.
c. Shirt- White long sleeve button up.

d. Hat- Bell Cap with rank insignia.
e. Tie- Black.
f. Shoes- Black leather polished.
g. Belt- Black leather polished.
h. Socks- Long black socks.
Class A uniforms depending on the situation may be worn minus the hat however; all other items must be worn with the class A.
3.1 Approval.  The Chief determines who will be issued a Class A uniform.  Approval of the Chief must be granted prior to wearing a Class A uniform outside of in-house department activities.
4. Class B Uniform
Class B uniforms are worn for public events, department wide activities and duty uniforms.  Class B uniforms consist of the following items:

a. Shirt- Navy blue button up with Department patch on left sleeve, American flag on right sleeve, name plate over right pocket, badge centered using badge slits over left pocket and collar brass for officers placed at an angle with bugles pointed toward collar point.

b. Under Shirt- If desired navy blue shirts either short or long sleeve may be worn beneath the Class B uniform shirt.

c. Pants- Navy blue same material as the shirt.

d. Shoes- Black leather polished.
e. Belt- Black leather polished.
f. Socks- Long black socks.
g. Jacket- After probation members are issued a black dress jacket which can be worn with Class B uniform when necessary.

4.1 Pins.  If desired members may where a maximum of two of the following pins on their Class B uniform shirt centered over their name tag: EMT/FR pin, Service Year pin (only one at a time), Officer Development Star, CPR Save, 30 mile purple ribbon or Firefighter Angel pin.
4.2 Hats.  Hats are not to be worn while in uniform for a public event, hats may be worn while on duty in uniform so long as it is a clean WVFD hat.
4.3 Approval.  Approval of the Chief must be granted prior to wearing a Class B uniform outside of in-house department activities.
5. Summer Shift Uniform
June 1 to September 15 the daily uniform will be GREEN wildland pants and a navy blue t-shirt with the American flag type logo on the back. *If all four crew members agree they are permitted to wear the Class B uniform during the summer especially if they have pre-planned events in public.

6. Maintenance of Uniforms

Members are responsible for the cleanliness and maintenance of issued uniforms.  Uniforms shall be kept clean and presentable.
6.1 Repair or Replacement.  When uniforms are suspected of needing to be repaired or replaced, the item is to be inspected by the Support Services Captain.  Replacements or repairs shall be ordered immediately once a determination is made.
7. Uniform Wearing Requirements
7.1 Approval.  Only approved uniform items are to be worn while on duty or attending a public event.  Only the Fire Chief may approve uniforms to be worn outside of department activities.
7.2 Off Duty. Uniforms are not to be worn off duty.  Only the Fire Chief may approve uniforms to be worn outside of department activities.
7.3 Responsibility.  It is the responsibility of the officer in charge to maintain uniformity of members either on shift or in attendance of a “uniform event”.  The officer in charge shall determine what articles of approved clothing are to be worn.

7.4 Shift.  Members on duty for a shift may at the discretion of the officer in charge wear their Class B uniform with a navy blue department t-shirt with American flag design in place of the button down uniform shirt.  Additionally, a department job shirt or sweatshirt may be worn.  However when going out in public for pre-fire planning, smoke detector installs etc the crew will wear their Class B uniform shirt.  It is the officer in charge’s responsibility to ensure the crew uniform is consistent.
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